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Presidents M essage
By Tim Graber

Héello and welcometo the Winter issue of the SoCal Newsletter. In
the last issue, we announced acontest of sortsto namethis newsletter.
Theresponse wasoverwhelming. At least three, maybe four names
weresubmitted. Let’stryit again. | ampartial to the nameBig Whesl,
whichisthe name of our logo, but someone out there must have aname
inmind that would be the envy of all who hear it. So, letshear it. It
seemsthat we have been so busy that SoCal clubitemshavefallento
thewayside. Wewill try to catch up with thisissue.

Check out the center insert caendar. It laysout most of the events
sponsored by theclubfor thefirst 3/4ths of the year. Thereare some
exciting things happening, so take alook and make your plans. If you
decideto haveago for the Stevens|daho Memorial run, you will not be
disappointed! MakereservationsASAP because thisisabsolutely the
height of theriding season and rooms aredifficult to find.

Janisand | areworking on Borrego right now and welook forward
to seeing themgority of you there. It is shaping up to be another great
event. We have announced the themefor the year “Knightsof the
Round Table’ and there arejousting events scheduled (TomHart is
looking for apair of tightsto wear with hischaps). Also therewill bea
Roast withthe Roast event (Wewill roast aclub member during the
banquet!). Janisand | havealist of tasksthat need to be handled, and
wewould be pleased to pass some of themonto volunteers, so step
right up.

Thisissue of the newdetter, asusud, islacking in heavy input from
members. Wetry to get out 4 issueseach year: Jan, April, July, and
October. Thisissueiscoming toyou in February just to be different.
We thank those of you who sent usaletter or two, and especially thank
thosewho sent anentireword! Fear not, wedo haveastory or two to
gracetheglossy pagesof this, your newdetter (aname, weneed a
namefor thisnewdletter). Input or no input, the pressesmust roll. We
will go withwhat we have. Thank you for reading thisissue, and thank
you in advancefor the stories you will send usfor the next issue.

Keep the rubber ontheroad and the leather dry!



Report on past Happenings

Dec 2- Two events 1 day!

1. Gunther’syard meet. Thiswasabrilliant sunshiny day in
SoCal. Tom Lovejoy and hisdad showed up with two bikesinthe Old
flat bed truck. Bob Boyd displayed a priceless stationary engine, and a
few other SoCa memberscameinfor ahot dog and coffee. George
Gunther was spry and on hisgame, but | am saddened to report that
George passed away suddenly in the middle of January whileworking
on hismachinesintheyard. Wewill misshim.

2. TheBud Ekinsmemorial at theWarner Brothers Studios
Burbank. Thiswasafantastic event attended by over 1000 friends,
family membersand fans of Bud. | counted at least 25 SoCalAMCA
members.

Dec 9 - Christmasbanquet: The banquet washeld at an Italian restau-
rant in Seal Beach a 11:00am. We had about 30 people enjoying a
wonderful 7 course mea with champagne. A grand timewashad by dl,
including Tim& Janis, Chuck & Jeanie Vernon, Larry & Jen Ramos,
Steve & Kealy Sorenson, Tom & Becky Hart, Bill & Cindy Harris,
Whit and Elsie, Judy & Erhard Hirschfelder, Paul Venn, Hobo John,
Mark Larsen, Vaughn Bandonian, Frank Colver, Hokan Mortenssen,
and Grace McKean. The club picked up thetab at about $20 each.

Dec 30 - Horseless Carriage Club Christmasridein Pasadena. Great
event attended by over 200 pre ‘32 automobiles. Louie & Bonnie
Fisher inasidecar (I forgot themarquee). The Hartsintheir 26 “T,”
TomLovejoy anddadinthe'24“T,” Richard Morrisandfriendina
Packard, Bill and Cindy Harrisina“T” speedster, myself, Larry and
Jen Ramos, Steve and Kealy Sorenson aslookieloo'sand afew others
| cannot remember. The day wasclear and beautiful, but alittle cold!
Thistour travels past some exquisite homesin the Pasadenaarea, and
along the Rose Paraderoute.

The Flipped Side
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Jan 1 - New Years Day. Only Tom Hart was capable of showing up for
the 11:00am. art of theride. Heand | did a60 mileride down the
Californiacoast to Dana Point for coffee and abeer. Craig Dillmann did
not fed likeremoving hishbikefromthetruck, and hefell to theinflu-
enceof hislady friend and went homefor a.. nap! Hobo John did show
up with Jim Cameronintow. We had anice chat and caught uponold
timeswhilst wewaited for the no shows. Hobo took Jm back to the
care homewhilewe did our duty. Thanks Hobo for being so niceto
others.

Jan 18/19 - VegasAuction. John Eagles, Jeff Moore and many other
members did aheck of ajob pushing bikeson and off stage. Homer,
Kiwi, Vaughn Bandonian, Bob Boyd and the Starkswerein attendance
among others.

Lovejoy’s Excelsior on “the Truck” at Gunther’s



Nothing New Comes Your Way
By ThomasHart

Thetitleof thispieceisnot entirely accurate. Lotsof stuff hasbeen
going on, just not motorcycle stuff. | got anew truck (with my own
money thank you very much), my daughter Becky got anew hip, my
wife got some new shoes (surprise-surprise), | burned up the battery
and cablesonmy Model "A," my sister Dianetoasted thetranson her
Model "T" and my wife'sdogs havethe run of the house. She hasthese
little two-butt dogs called pugs. Some of you may remember themfrom
last year at Borrego. | wonder if | could havetherun of the placeif |
had two butts? On second thought, two butts might not be such agood
ideabecause withmy luck al | would gainisasecond butt-kicking ..
and I’'mnot particularly fond of thefirst onel usudly get!

Enough about my life-riveting experiences. Borrego’08isjust
around the corner and asyour treasurer I’'mhard at work spending
your money .. on club stuff. | recently deposited over 5 grand for
Borrego. Tim assuresmethat he hasmoremoney and that it's“inthe
mail.” Don’t anyone come crying to me next Spring whenyou ill can't
account for the check you sent to usthat was“inthemail.”

I’mresponsiblefor recess.. or "THE GAMES' thisyear. | do this
gladly and with no reservationsas| am confident that everyonewill
behavein atrustworthy and honorable manner .. without cheating (Vic),
or lying (Mark), or causing harmto afellow human being (Homer), or
riding whileintoxicated (everyoneelse | know). | have already decided
to award Tom Lovejoy thedow racetrophy (like| really havetrophies
to give out) because helSthe Slow Crusin’ King. How slow doesTom
cruise? Glad you asked. Tom cruises so dow you canuse an hour
glassto timehis shifts, and acalendar to measurethetimeit takeshim
to go around the block on hisScout. Now hisModel "T" isadifferent
gory dtogether. For some unknown reason, Tomhas developed a
“Devil-may-care” attitude when he pilotsthat machine. Thirty milesper
hour meansnothing to him; he'samaniac. | wasjustifiably impressed
with Tomas he charged around Pasadenathis last December with his
dad, Dana, inthe co-pilot seat. Danalooked just alittle uncomfortable.
Hiseyeswereashbig as cannon ballsand he had ascreamfor help



lodged in hiswindpipe .. unableto bereleased dueto theforce of the
oncomingwind! Danais OK now, but he hastaken up drinking and
swearsthat Tomisout to kill him. Sound familiar Vic .. hewho clev-
erly saged asidecar roll-over and claimed it wasan"accident.” Horse
pucky!

I"’'mthinking of bringing my ’ 69 sometin' trikeagain becauseit’s
bigger than most bikes, and | can useit to punishrule breakersby
running over them. Also, it’sniceto bundle up behind thefaring and
windshield during those snow tripsto Julian.

Andfindly, aword to thewise; Never raise ahand to your child; it
leaves your midsection open.

The Ride That Didn't Happen
By Craig Dillmann

New Years.. The Ride That Didn't Happen! | loaded up my trusty
Triumph and headed to CostaMesaon the afternoon of the 31 ..
figured to takein theannual New YearsRun. New Yearswasfun at
Timand Janis pad with the usual game of trivia pursuit, it wasgrest to
seeLarry and Jen. Vic Sucker cameinfromArizonawith hisnew
motor home! Tom hart waspresent with virtualy all hisrelatives! A
great timeindeed. Morning rolled around and the only bike that
showed upwas TomHart .. typical .. Tomisthemost die hardrider in
theworld. He d show up inablizzard! Hobo John brought Jm
Cameronover for avigt. Jmisone of thelast of the origina
Boozefightersalivetoday. Thereason| didn't ridewasentirely Tims
fault. The Graber fridgeinthegaragewasoverstocked .. and | mean
oversocked! 120’ clock rollsaround .. 1 0’ clock rollsaround.. al of
asuddenit's2:15 inthemorning and Timisoff to the jacuzzi. What the
hell .. talk about abad influence. Shame, shame. By 9:30, I'musually
sound asleep. Needlessto say, by morning | washung over and just
flat exhausted. By thetimel got homel had afever 101! | think Tim
rodewith Tomback up to Long Beach, but I'mnot sureasby thistime
I'd takenill and was bedridden .. all brought onby the goingsonat the
Graber household! Shame.. shame.. shame
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Triumph on display with Bud's jersey
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Marquee at the Warner Brothers studio
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Christmas banquet Graber, Tom & Jill Hart, Max
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Hobo, Grace and Lovejoy looking good at the
International Cycle show in Long Beach



You Don't Want to Miss the
12th Annua SoCal AMCA

John M. Eagles High Desert Classic

What: Great two day ride through incomparable Joshua Tree Monument

When: First day’sride starts at 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 5th
Second day’sride starts at 9:30 AM on Sunday, April 6th
(Early Birds can show up Friday, April 4th for an extra day of FUN)

Where: Ride Headquarters Start/Finish at the Rancho Dolores Motd,
73352 29 Palms Highway, in 29 Palms. Rooms have been reserved
under “SoCal AMCA” - Call (760) 367-3528

Ken says he has new king size beds and new furniture in many rooms!
Be sure to make your reservations early so you won't have to Sleep on
your scooter seat!

Why: To enjoy and share a greet ride on our (mostly) healthy steeds on
good roads amid some of the most spectacular high desert scenery in
SoCal

How: Pay the measly $5.00 Park entrance fee (good for both days) as
you enter the Park and Show up on time!

Trouble Truck, cold soft beverages and water during the rides, and
headier refreshments to accompany the bench racing and camaraderie
after Saturday’s ride, will be available to So Cal AMCA Members at no
additional cost (guests $15.00). Several dinner spots adorn this still rustic
town for dinner on your own.

For further info contact your Ride Captain, Tim Graber 949-642-9682

Motd 6 - (760) 367-2833

No reservations? No Problem .. there's aways plenty of standing room
out by the edge of town, and if your bike and bottom can take it, we don't
mind if you ride around in circles all night while those with reservations
relax in warm (or air conditioned), soft, comfortable, plush King size beds
watching cable TV and sipping, dipping, talking, laughing, and happily
napping. It seems like getting your reservations in early is the way to go!



July 251918 PACIFIC MOTORCYCLIST and WESTERN WHEELMAN
United States Tire Company
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“Clear the Road
—to Happiness and Good Health!”’ |

catch the ail it leaks, you have to prime it, choke

it, retard the spark, get compression, turn it on
then kick and kick and kick some more to get it to run,
and when it is running it shakes the very ground it sits on
and those pipes are so loud you can't hear your self
think. You have to carry tools and spare parts with you
everywhere you go in case it brakes down. It smokes,
leaks, shakes, rattles your brain and empties your wallet.
God, | wish | owned that bike!

Y ou have to put newspapers under that old bike to
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