
 

 
 
 
 
  

Special Interest 

Articles: 

 
Å Officerôs Reports 

 

Å Annual Meeting 

 

Å Road Run Reports 

 

Å Upcoming Events 

 

 

Send Articles to:  SOCALAMCANEWSLETTER@YAHOO.COM 

Presidentõs Report ð Tim Graber 

 Hello to all that take the time 
to read this. The SoCal 
AMCA is trying to get out 
another newsletter for your 
benefit. I have been out of 
town for the last 7 weeks on 
a job assignment so I have 
not been to the events. I do 
know that Steve Sorenson 
has been working hard to 
keep all informed. Craig 
Dillmann has been busy 
pushing the ride schedule 
forward so all can have some 
fun with their tires on the 
ground and motors running. 
Larry Ramos and Steve have 
been working on items that 
will keep your tires on the 
ground and motor not 
running as in displays and 
swap meets!  Thanks to all 
for their persistent work on 
club activities. 
 
General attendance is down. 
What can we do about that? 
What would you like your 
club to do for your riding and 
motorcycling pleasure? 

Janis and Vic Sucher did a 
great job of handling the 
revamped Death Valley 
memorial Road Run. 
Attendance was down a bit 
but the 25 riders that showed 
up had a superb time from 
what I am told and spent less 
money than ever doing it! 
Only problem I heard about 
was Bob Clift running out of 
gas in front of the VFW  bar 3 
miles north of the hotel. He 
called me in Chicago (how 
did my cell phone know 
where I was) to get some gas 
delivered. I took care of itJ. 
The hotel rates were 
excellent, the roads were 
clean and neat, the food was 
great, and the karaoke was 
funny and loud.  
 
In the upcoming months we 
will have our normal calendar 
events and we would be 
happy to add anything you 
like. Watch for the calendar 
changes on the web site or 
give one of the directors a 

call.  Christmas dinner is 
always fun. Christmas 
Pasadena ride is a great 
event. New years day ride on 
Jan 1 for those that can 
handle a bike and of course, 
Borrego Springs Road run 
the first week of March. 
We hope you find the time 
and resources to bring out 
your old iron and share time 
and laughs with the members 
of your club. 
 
Cheers,  

Tim Graber 
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Editorôs Note: 

We are looking for photos and 

information regarding the early 

years of our club.  If you have 

photos or information to share, 

contact:  Steve Sorensen. 

Socalamcanewsletter@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary/Newsletter Editorõs Report ð Steve 
Sorensen 

 This past year has been a 
great year filled with lots of 
fun events.  We have a 
great schedule of events 
coming up in 2012.  I 
encourage everyone to 
participate in any way they 
can.   
 
The club is also looking for 
storage space and/or a 
space to store a trailer 
containing many items 

belonging to the club.  We 
are looking for a space 
that is approximately 8 by 
10 feet.  Please contract 
any board member with 
questions or possible 
places.   
 
Thanks and Happy New 
Year! 
 
Steve Sorensen 

 Vice Presidentõs Report ð Larry Ramos 
Our chapter recently 
celebrated its 40th 
anniversary!  We had a 
great picnic at a local 
(Long Beach) park to 
celebrate. Our core group 
of supporters were out in 
force including Grace 
McKeon RIDING all the 
way in from Running 
Springs. God bless you 
Grace, your enthusiasm 
and fortitude is always 
remarkable and greatly 
appreciated. As always 
Hobo John and Tom 
Lovejoy were in 
attendance. It's really 
helpful and a comfort to 
know these friends are so 
reliable and enthusiastic. 
Lon Bubeck was in 
attendance as well, he 
rode his father's (Max 
Bubeck) 101 Scout to the 
picnic. It was nice to see 
this trusty mount running 
like it did. As always we 

would rather see the bikes 
ridden rather than parked. 
While we were missing 
many of our senior 
members, they were there 
in spirit at least. Many past 
accomplishments by them 
were recalled through 
stories we all shared with 
each other, recalling the 
many who are not with us 
anymore.  
 
We had a great time at the 
Long Beach International 
Motorcycle Show in early 
December.  We had a 
good turnout with several 
members who were willing 
to share their beautiful 
bikes with all the people in 
attendance. The So. Cal. 
Chapter of the A.M.C.A. 
has been a staple of the 
show for many years now 
and can be found in many 
advertisements both on 
T.V. and radio alike. I still 

remember the first time I 
saw photos of our booth 
with one of my bikes in 
them in their Television 
ads for the show. That was 
a great feeling!  Steve 
Sorensen once again 
spearheaded the 
coordination with the show 
officials at the Long Beach 
Convention Center.  
 
Take care - Larry 
 



 

 

So Cal Chapter AMCA Newsletter Page 3 of 8 

  

I hope all of you had a great 
Thanksgiving and a Merry 
Christmas. We had a very pleasant 
thanksgiving at our new home in 
Orange, near John Eagles 
residence. I spotted Big Bad John, 
The Magneto Man, Eagles walking 
his attack dog around the 
neighborhood. That dog can put the 
fear of God into any creature under 
two ounces without even trying. 

We ended our 41 year rein in Long 
Beach in August ô11 when we 
moved to Orange. Why you may 
ask. I donôt know, but my wife said I 
would like it. The house isnôt much 
bigger than our Long Beach home 
was, but the ½ acre it sits on is. And 
of course the five car garage and 
parking for 11 cars in the driveway is 
a big plus. Jill said I needed a large 
garage for my toys, but so far only 
Jill and Beckyôs cars have seen the 
inside of the garage. I am allowed to 
park my Harley and Trike in the 
smaller unit. Everything else is still 
at the hanger. Whatôs wrong with 
this picture? 

Tom Lovejoy and new club member 
Jim Ferguson came by the new digs 
a couple of weeks ago so we could 
all ride together to the Indian Days 
at the Pomona Fair Grounds. Tom 
arrived in my driveway on his trusty 
Scout after several attempts at 
locating my driveway. Tomôs Scout 
is personally responsible for using 
one third of the nationôs oil supply 
either by consumption, or loss. He 
should really think about renaming it 
The Valdez, or something equally 
polluting. I get covered with oil 
simply walking by it. How a bike that 
runs and looks so good can use that 
much oil is nothing short of amazing. 
In fact, I think Tom still holds the 
club record for the most oil use on a 
single trip, 10 quarts in 1400 miles. I 
know because I had to carry it. And 
the really disturbing part is that the 
bike is always spotless, like it spits 
the oil off on passerbyôs so as not to 

soil itself. I had a guy spit chewing 
tobacco on me by mistake once 
when I walked by him. I get the 
same feeling whenever I walk by 
Tomôs bike, but I would never think 
of readjusting his bikeôs looks for 
such an action like Mr. Chewing 
Tobacco. I mean, the Scout was 
doing nothing more than merely 
producing a natural (bodily) function, 
like passing gas and I can live with 
that. But I digress. Jim showed up at 
my place on his very stylist vintage 
BMW.  However, he did first stop by 
to visit my new neighbor, Robert 
Shuler, probably for a prayer service 
before coming to my house. Jim did 
look less burdened by lifeôs issues 
after visiting Bob so I guess it was a 
good thing. And going in the wrong 
driveway was an honest mistake, 
made by many people in the past 
looking for my house. I have plans 
on righting this problem by placing 
two signs, one at each driveway 
entrance, ñGoodò and ñEvilò.  

On other news fronts, I just had my 
hip repaired again after breaking a 
metal part of the prosthesis a few 
months ago. Iôm quietly waiting for 
the repairs to heal and at the same 
time, waiting for the completion of 
the Chiefôs restoration. I can only 
hope itôs ready for the December 
show which Iôm sure to see many of 
you at. 

Your club treasury is downsizing 
somewhat. NOT BY ANYTHING I 
DID OR WILL DO IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE, just the natural course of 
events. Weôre currently at $5,100.00 
and Borrego is coming up. We will 
be working very hard this year (as 
always) at trying to break even for 
this event. There are a lot of costs 
ñguess-t-mentôsò which occur during 
the planning stages which cannot be 
avoided. Our goal is to stay even as 
much as possible, not make or lose 
money, but to do whatever it takes 
to have a great time. Tim and Janis 
do an outstanding job at making this 

happen and itôs always been my 
favorite run (even when I canôt ride). 
There are several ñalways thereò 
people to help out and it would be 
great to see more.  

Our regular unsupported costs 
continue to be mailings, postage, 
annual meetings, website costs, 
rental space for club supplies and 
other rides. The club dues only 
support a small portion of the 
newsletter overall costs. Fortunately, 
every once in a while we get on the 
good side of the revenues due to the 
Death Valley or Borrego rides and 
that helps defer the other costs 
mentioned above. And as I 
mentioned before, we are not 
looking at making money, only to 
stay afloat for the benefit of all club 
members whether they can make 
the big rides or not.  

I think that if someone in the club 
were to ask me if we need a reserve 
of $5,000.00 or not I would have to 
say HELL yes. When a vender we 
use for any club event request 
earnest money for T-shirts, deposits 
for rooms, banquet hall rental, bar 
tenders (not that we drink), mailings 
for rides, supplies used to make 
Borrego what it is, all want to be 
paid (like now), I must comply. I 
(they) cannot wait until we get the 
registration monies in the bank to do 
that. There has been more than one 
occasion in the years past that Tim 
or I have laid out 5 or 6 thousand on 
our own credit card for Borrego to 
cover the banquet/supplies until we 
can deposit the funds needed to 
cover it from the club treasury. With 
the 5K bumper we have now that is 
not a problem.  

Well, thatôs all I have for now. I hope 
to see many of you in the near 
future and definitely at Borrego 
2012. 

Happy Holidays 

Tom 

 
 
popular event. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Tom Hart 

Happy Holidays 
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On September 18
th
, the club 

conducted its annual meeting on a 

beautiful day at Heartwell Park in 

Long Beach.  We also celebrated 

the chapterôs 40
th
 Anniversary!!  

Attendance was low but 70% of 

those who came rode their bikes.  

Thank you to all who came and 

thanks for bringing your bikes.   

 
The meeting started with 
introductions and a discussion 
about the clubs history.  We 
discussed the need for a written 
timeline of the clubôs history that 
can be submitted to National 

organization.  Following this 
discussion were the officers 
reports.  Officers in attendance 
were:  Larry Ramos, Tom Hart and 
Steve Sorensen.   
 
We discussed past runs, the 
newsletter and I gave a report from 
the Chapter Presidents Meeting 
which took place in Davenport, 
Iowa.   
 
We then moved onto new business 
with a discussion of the calendar of 
upcoming events.  We then talked 
about the latest developments 
regarding our chapter hosting a 
national meet.   
 

The need for some storage space 
for club property was also talked 
about during this meeting.   
 
The next item of business was 
elections.  There were no new 
nominations and the current board 
was re-elected.   
 
The meeting was concluded with 
lunch catered by SuperMex 
Restaurant and a delicious cake.  
Thanks to Jennifer Ramos for 
helping to set up the food and 
cake!! 
 
Steve Sorensen,  Secretary, So Cal 
AMCA 

Annual Meeting ð Sept 18, 2011 ð Steve Sorensen 

Long Beach, CA 
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El Camino Swap Meet and Show ð 24 September 2011 

 

Max Bubeck Memorial Road Run, Death Valley ð 6-8 October 2011 

 

Weôd like to thank Marshall Baker 

of Classic Cycle Events for 

providing our Club with a swap 

space at this annual event.  We 

had sodas and snacks for club 

members and guests.  We had 

plenty of room to relax under the 

So Cal Chapters tents to relax and 

enjoy talking about all the bikes and 

parts at this event.  All the vendor 

spaces were sold out and there 

was over 100 bikes entered into the 

show.  Club and board members 

Larry Ramos and Steve Sorensen 

were judges again this year.   

Big thanks go out to Hobo John for 

setting up the So Cal booth!! 

 

 

El Camino Swap Meet and Show 

This year was the first annual Max 
Bubeck Memorial Road Run in 
beautiful Death Valley.  This year the 
club stayed at the Longstreet Inn & 
Casino in Amargosa Valley, Nevada.  
The accommodations were great and 
the staff at the hotel went out of their 
way to make our stay as comfortable 
and pleasant as possible.  Fridays 
Ride started with gassing up in the 
quaint town of Shoshone, CA, just 
outside the entrance to Death Valley.  
This ride was approx 130 miles and 
took the riders through the heart of 

Death Valley.  While it was around 50 
degrees when the ride started from the 
hotel, it was 87 degrees when we all 
arrived at Badwater, Death Valley.  The 
weather was fantastic and could not 
have been better.  A lunch stop in 
Furnace Creek topped of this incredible 
day of riding.  Dinner that night was 
outside on the casino grounds for a 
delicious BBQ put on by the Longstreet 
staff.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, sausages 
and all the fixings were not to be 
missed.  Many of us enjoyed watching 
the sun set over the mountains and 

talked late into the night enjoying the 
clean fresh air of this desert region.  
Day 2 found us back in Furnace Creek 
to fill up our gas tanks.  Then we 
continued our ride through the NW part 
of the park as we exited Death Valley 
and made our way to the small town of 
Beatty, NV for our lunch stop.  It was 
another beautiful day of riding as we 
looped back around to the Longstreet 
Inn.  Saturday night was our banquet 
upstairs at the casino.  The food was 
great and it capped off a perfect 
weekend of riding. 

 
         Riders Meeting led by Vic Sucher 

 
                      Accomodations 
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Shoshone, CA 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Guntherõs Yard Meet ð 4 December 2011 

 

  

Guntherôs sons carry on 

the tradition of their dad 

by hosting this annual get 

together.  This event is for 

many different clubs, 

motorcycles, cars, 

tractors, trains etc.  There 

is something for everyone 

who appreciates anything 

old and rusty.  Hobo John, 

Hakan and Steve 

Sorensen were spotted 

checking things out. 

International Motorcycle Show ð December 9-11, 2011 

Hanford 2010 

Once again the Long 

Beach Arena was filled 

with Motorcycles and the 

people who like them.  

The club would like to 

thank Grace McKean, 

Walt Adams, Lon Bubeck, 

Hobo John, Tim Graber, 

Dave Carlton and Craig 

Dillman for bringing out 

some of their fantastic 

bikes to include in the 

show.  We had another 

great representation of 

bikes.  The show was well 

attended.  Special thanks 

to Larry Ramos for help 

loading in the bikes and to 

Kurt Whittington of 

Advanstar Powersports for 

giving us the booth. 


